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Unlike some government bodies, the Commission met during the summer. In the
2 months since their selection by the Dallas Board of Trustees, the Commission
has already selected officers, formed committees, set its meeting times and
scheduled opportunities in each trustee district to hear from the community.
Additionally, the Commission set in place a plan to hear from organizations
wishing to speak for or against the formation of a Charter Proposal and discussed
what education resources they would like to invite to address the Commission.
Villalba has not attended a single meeting, nor has he sent a representative. If he
had, he would have been impressed, as we have been, with the speed and
efficiency with which the Commission has organized and set its priorities.
Once the Commission has received input from all the various areas of the Dallas
community and deliberated, it will decide whether or not a charter needs to be
written, or if the existing Texas Education Code and the oversight and protection it
provides and the many options it allows simply needs to be applied and enforced
equally throughout the district.
There is much that Rep. Villalba, as a state legislator, could do to restore sufficient
funding to all of our public schools, especially in view of the recent court decision
which declared Texas school funding unconstitutional. Since he has children in
DISD, he should be doubly motivated to make sure that our schools have
adequate funding and support from the state. We would encourage Rep. Villalba
to use his political power to that end in order to help the Dallas ISD reach its
greatest potential, rather than condemn a hard working Commission without
knowing what it had done, had planned, or was charged by the law to do.
Dallas Friends of Public Education
Michael MacNaughton, Chair
mike@dfpe.org
214-564-5316
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